Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

there are open universities as separate entities or appendages to the
conventional universities as a revenue earning system to the latter?
Should the conventional universities be allowed, under the pretext of
autonomy, to establish schools of correspondence course renaming them
as centres for open learning?

There is no justification for the separate existence of
Schools/Centres of Open Learning in such states where Open
Universities are functioning for the simple reason that the education
offered by the open universities is far superior to the one offered by
Schools/Centres of Open Learning. The multi-media approach, the team
approach in the preparation of learning material, its autonomy and
statutory status gives a superior position to an open university than to
a school/centre of Open Learning, which is an appendage to the
conventional university. Further, there is a separate Student Support
Services Branch to cater exclusively to the needs of the learners. An
examination branch charged with the responsibility of conduct of
examinations, publication of results, conduct of convocations adds to
the prestige of the Open University. [It may be observed here that the
papers of students of schools of correspondence course are kept aside
and given for valuation after the valuation of the regular students thus
treating them as second class students.] When better and standard
education, qualitative reading material and a degree with honour and
dignity is awarded in a convocation in Open University, where is the
need for schools of distance education?

The following points need to be considered by the policy-makers
and Educational Administrators in this regard:

a)     The schools of correspondence courses should be merged with
the Open University in the States where the Open Universities
are functioning.

or

b)     As an alternative, the schools of Correspondence courses should
be affiliated to the State Open University. For all purposes they
work like affiliated colleges of conventional universities. The State
Open University regulates, co-ordinates and controls them.

c)     For any reason if (a) and (b) are not feasible, the schools of
correspondence courses should confine to the jurisdiction of their
university thus avoiding 'border disputes'.
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